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and Scotland tinder one imperial crown, so often do we think
that it is our duty to do our utmost endeavour for the advance-
ment and perfection of that work which is of his beginning and
whereof he hath given so many palpable signs and arguments
as he that seeth them not is blind, and he that impugneth them
doth but endeavour to separate that which God hath put
together . .. All which being matters prepared only by the
providence of Almighty God and which by human industry
could not have been so ordered, we and all our subjects ought
first with reverence to acknowledge his handiwork therein and
=to give him our most humble thanks for the same, and then to
further by our endeavours that which his wisdom doth by so
many signs point out to be his will; whereof many particularities
depending upon the determinations of the states and parliaments
of both realms, we leave them there to be discussed according
to the commissions granted by the several Acts of both par-
liaments, and, some other things resting in our own imperial
power as the head of both, we are purposed towards the build-
ing of this excellent work to do by ourself that which justly and
safely we may by our absolute power do ...

"Wherefore we have thought good to discontinue the divided
names of England and Scotland out of our regal style, and do
intend and resolve to take and assume unto us in manner
and form hereafter expressed the name and style of King of
Great Britain,. . . not that we covet any new affected name
devised at our pleasure but out of undoubted knowledge do use
the true and ancient name which God and time have imposed
upon this isle . . .

Upon all which considerations we* do by these presents by
force of our kingly power and prerogative assume to ourself
by the clearness of our right the name "and style of King of Great
Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., as
followeth in our just and lawful title, and do hereby publish,
promulgate and declare the same, to the end that in all our
proclamations . . . and in all other causes of like nature the
same may be used and observed . . .

[Dated 20 October, 1604.]
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